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sometimes by porters and footmen, to whom he was
forced to give good words, and sometimes strain his
patience to the utmost limits; he was now no more
obliged to make promises, which he knew he could
not perform, and break promises as fast as he made
them, and so lie continually, both to God and. man.
And he added the ease of his mind, which he felt
upon that occasion, was so great, that it was as if a
heavy load were taken off his back, under which, he
was no longer able to stand; and that it balanced
all the grief he was in at the general disaster of his
affairs; and farther, that even in the lowest of his
circumstances which followed, he would not go
back to live in a good figure as he had done, if it
had been in his choice, and to be in the exquisite
torture of want of money to pay his bills, and keep
off his duns, as he was before.

This necessarily brings me to observe here, and
it is a little for the ease of the tradesman's mind,
in such severe cases, that there is a distinction to
be made in this case, between wilful premeditated
lying, and the necessity men may be driven to by
their disappointments and other accidents of their
circumstances, to break such promises as they had
made with a honest intention of performing them.

He that breaks a promise, however solemnly
made, may be a honest man; but he that makes a
promise with a design to break it, or with no reso-
lution of performing it, cannot be so. Nay, to carry
it further, he that makes a promise and does not do
his endeavour to .perform it, or to put himself into
a condition to perform it, cannot be a honest man.
A promise once made supposes the person willing
to perform it, if it were in his power, and has a
binding influence upon the person who made it, so
far as his power extends; or that he can, within the
reach of any reasonable ability, perform the con-